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Cwmitteer Health and Human Services 

A BILL 

FOR All IICT relating to hearing-impaired persons; to amend sections 

71-4720, 71-4727, 71-4728, 71-4729, and 71-4732, Reissue 

Revised Statutes of Nebraska; to provide duties for the 

Cannriasion for the Hearing Impaired and the Department of 

Public Institutions; to provide for access to 

comprehensive mental health, alcoholism, and drug abuse 

services for hearing-impaired persons1 to harmonize 

provisions; and to repeal the original sections. 

Be it enacted by the people 'of the State of lebraska, 

printed with soy fa on r s o y c I s d  paper 



Section 1. Section 71-4720, Reissue Revised Statutes of 

Nebraska, is mended to read: 

71-4720. There is hereby created the ~onmis~ion for the 
P 

Hearing Impaired which shall consist of nine members to be 

appointed by the Covernor subject to approval by the Legislature. 

The members of the commission shall be appointed within thirty days 

of August 24, 1979. S i x  of the members of the comission shall be 

hearing impaired and a11 members shall be familiar with the 

problems of the hearing-impaired comunity in the State of 

Nebraska. At least four of the six hearing-impaired members shall 

know manual comunieation. Hearing-impaired smployeer of any state 

agency other than smplogees of the co~ission shall be eligible to 

serve on the commission. When appointing memh8rs to the 

coui~sion, the Governor shall coneider recoaaemektions provided by 

the Nebraska Association of the Deaf. 

As used in sections 71-4720 to 71-4732 and s e w  4 to 

B a s  act, unless the context - oadkwise requires, colsrirsion 

mesa lneana the Commission for the Hearing Impaired. 

Sec. 2. Section 71-4727, Reissue Revised Statutes of 

Nebraska, is amended to read: 

71-4727. The commission may employ any other employees 

it considers necessary to carry out the purposes of sectfons 

71-4720 to 71-4732 sec-a-? 

Sec. 3. Section 71-4728, Reissue Revised Statutes of 

Nebraska, is amend'& to read: 

71-4728. T b  commission ahall serve as the principai 

state agency responsible for advocating public policies a d  

programs which shall improve the quality and coordination bf  
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existing services for the hearing impaired and promote the 

development of new services when necessary. To perform this 

function the coamission shall: 

(1) Inventory services available for meeting the problems 

of the hearing impaired and assist hearing-impaired persons in 

locating and securing such services; 

(2) Prepare and maintain a statswide list of persons 

qualified in various teas of interpreting and make this 

infomation available to local, state, federal, and private 

organieatians a d  to any interested person; 

(3) Promote the training of interpreters for the hearing 

(4) Provia@ counseling to hearing-inpairdl persons or 

rdim such persons to psiwaits or governmental agencies which 

provide comssJLing servicesi 

- 
( 5 )  Goarduct a vo3luntary- census of hearing-impaired 

psrmna, in Webrasha and compile a currant registry; 

(6) Promsote expanded adult educational opportunities for 

hearing-impaired persons; 

(7) Serve as an agency for the collection of information 

concerning the hearing impaired and for the dispensing of such 

information to interested persons by collecting studies, compiling 

bibliographies, gathering information, and conducting research with 

respect to the e - --L ' 
. . .  

1 I lg, counseling, placement, and 
- - . -. J 

sociil - akd economic adjustment of the hearing impaired and with 

respect to the causes, diagnosis, treatment, and methods of 

prevention of inpaired hearing; 

(8) Wpoint advisory 

- 3- 
special committees when 



(12) Frcm~te statewide camunicatioat services for 



abuse tr=&Wnt f a u t ~ e s  
. . 

Sec. 5. ta- 

* 
The s ~ w t  sw-r end ~rovipg * .  or.. 

. . t for h r a b  sgg&c- 

so serve as the c w x o n  s Jlialtson to . I 

aXld re d t r m t  fox 

Sec. 6. me c m t  s w  5 af thl& 

of -m 
- 

the c-11 each have a ra~resentative who servaa on t& 
. . 

ttse in a t e c ~ ~ a c i t v ,  

Sec. 7. Section 71-4729, Reissue Revised Statutes of 

Nebraska, is amended to read: 

71-4729. The conmission shall in fulfilling its 

re~ponsibilitie3-~enUaeri€&d in section 71-4728 cooperate with any 

state agency having authority related to the problems of 

hearing-impaired persons. Such agencies are a)sa 

te cooperate with the cowmission. Avoidance of 

unnecessary duplication of state-delivered services to the hearing 

impaired shall be a pri~ary objective of such cooperation. 

Sec. 8. Section 71-4732, Reissue Revised Statutes of 

Nebraska, is amended to read: 
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71-4732. There is hereby created a Commission for tha  

m r b g  IimpaireU &&?i 'rE6-&oiisPst aS such funds as the Legislature 

rhrll appropriate and any funds received undcr section 71-4731. 
, 

The Pund shall be used to adhainist6-r %scti.ons 71-4720 to 71-4732 

s 4 t o  6 of u s  act. &IJI money in the fund available 

far hvcstrmie shall  Be lnverstd by the state investment offic^di: 

pursuant t o  4im@&w wfWdb H 

Ssc. 9. 

- - 

Sec. 10. Osiglml sections 71-4320, 7P-4727, 71-4728, 

71-4729, a& 71-4732, Reissue Revised SkLWtes of Nebraska, are 

repealed. 
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